
Active learning and thinking skills 

 



MYSTERY 

•  Collaborative  

•  Problem solving 

•  Higher order thinking skills 

•  Decision making strategies 

•  Can be used to introduce a 
cross curricular topic 

•  Reading (for relevant 
information) 

•  Speaking – expressing an 
opinion with justification 

•  Listening – to the views of 
others 

•  Can lead to “follow on” 
activities 

 
 



MYSTERY 

•  Students are given a set of cards, 
each with a statement of it, and a key 
question: 

  eg:  Where will the Ben and Sophie 
go on holiday? 

•  Students collaborate in groups of 3 
or 4 to answer the key question. 

• They need to read the cards 
carefully to select relevant 
information and each group needs to 
negotiate to reach an agreement. 

•  There is no right or wrong answer. 

•  Groups share their solutions and 
reasoning thereby allowing other 
groups to see that there are different 
ways to approach a “problem”. 
 



WHERE WILL BEN AND SOPHIE GO 
ON HOLIDAY? 

•  What factors influence people’s 
decisions as to where they go on 
holiday? 

•  What are the most important 
things to consider? 

http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/home/learningandwork/educationandachievement/c
pd/cpd-teaching/cpd-teaching-
thinkingskills/thinkingskillssubjects/thinkingskillsgeography.htm 



FORTUNE LINE/LIVING GRAPH 

•  Gives a purpose for reading 

•  Involves sorting and 
analysing information, and 
then drawing conclusions from 
this 

•  Higher order thinking skills 

•  Can be used as a stimulus for 
further language work 

•  Makes longer texts 
accessible 

 
 

 



FORTUNE LINE 

•  Students are given a text, 
broken up into separate 
statements on cards. 

•  Students plot the statements 
on the two axes of the graph 
eg  sequential axis and “mood” 
axis. 

•  Students compare each 
other’s graphs and give 
reasons for their choice of 
locating a particular 
statement.  
 

 



 Didier Drogba was born in Abidjan in the Ivory Coast on March 11th 1978. 

 At the age of 5 he left Africa for Brest in Brittany where his uncle, Michel Goba was a 

professional football player.  His parents didn’t want to send their son to France, but 

his uncle persuaded them that this would give him a real chance to succeed in life 

Drogba became homesick and returned to the Ivory coast at the age of 8, where he 

played football every day in the park. 

His parents both lost their jobs and three years later they sent him back for a second 

time to live with his uncle.  This time he travelled to different clubs with his uncle who 

suggested that he should play as a forward. 

In 1991 his parents arrived in France and lived in Vannes.  At that time Drogba’s marks 

at school weren’t good and his parents banned him from playing football for a year. 

At the age of 15 he went to live with his parents who had settled in a suburb of Paris.  

He then began began his career as a junior player at the semi-professional club 

Levallois where he became the star of the team, scoring 30 goals in two seasons. 

When he left school at the age of 19 he spent two years as an apprentice at the league 

two club Le Mans.  However, his first two years there were marred by injuries and he 

was physically struggling to cope with the training and match schedule. 

The high points of his time at Le Mans however, was the birth of the first of his two 

sons and the start of his career as a professional footballer. 





COLLECTIVE MEMORY 

• Collaborative 

• Strategy for memorisation 

•  Focuses on attention to 
detail and accuracy   

•  Can be used to introduce a 
new topic or to review 
material 

•  Kinaesthetic activity 

 

 
 

 



COLLECTIVE MEMORY 

•  A  “master” of the material to be 
memorised (eg annotated map, plan, 
diagram or even text) is prepared. 

•  Pupils work in groups of 3-5, each 
allocated a number, and are given a 
“blank” of the material to be 
memorised. 

•  Number 1s from each group come  
and study the “master” for 10 – 20 
seconds, then return to the group and 
convey what they have memorised.  
Numbers 2, 3 etc do likewise. 

•  Group members discuss strategies 
employed to complete this task 
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